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much interest and observation. His unqualified stand against the Reform Bill, with the best reasons to believe that its passage or that of something very much like it was desired by a large majority of the Nation, and the firmness and fortitude with which he sustained the popular rebuke were of themselves, aside from his distinguished military carreer sufficient to attract to him the attention of foreigners. That he was sincere in his opinion that neither the welfare of his Country nor the happiness of its inhabitants would be promoted by that measure no intelligent and unprejudiced observer of his character and conduct could doubt. Yet in setting up and adhering to that opinion against the will of the Nation, constitutionally expressed, he made himself for a season exceedingly odious to the masses.
0	The usual demonstrations of popular discontent in England, such
as breaking his window, pelting his carriage with mud, and so forth,
were directed against him without stint but without shaking his
nerves or producing the least effect upon his spirit or resolution to
maintain the position he had assumed.   It was not until his judg
ment was satisfied that farther attempts to resist the popular will
thro' the power of the Crown must endanger the peace of the Coun
try, if not the stability of the Throne, that he declined the honors
tendered to him by the King and, retiring from the field, advised
his Sovereign to give the reins of Government into the hands of his
opponents.
1	returned to England at that critical moment, and just before the
Duke abandoned his attempt to construct a neAv administration upon
the principles he espoused.
The decision of a majority of the House of Commons is the only constitutional expression of the opinion and wishes of the people of England. That expression is not binding either upon the Crown or upon the House of Lords except so far as is provided by the Constitution which concedes to each of them rights and powers placed above the control of the Commons. But its opinion is nevertheless the recognised constitutional exposition of the popular will, and that branch of the Government, representing the numerical and physical strength of the Nation, had unequivocally pronounced in favor of a material change in the representation of the people in the House of Commons. The Duke, acting as the First Minister of the Crown, had 011 a former occasion declared, in substance, that there should be no such reform and it was now proposed by the King to restore him to the power of which he had been divested through the exercise of the popular will with the avowed intention of counteracting and, defeating .that will thro' the instrumentality of the powers vested
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